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Major risks

Droughts

Floods, heavy
rainfall and
storms

malawi

 

Key  barriers Innovative and Digital Solutions Key Take-aways
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Digital Innovations for Rural Women’s Resilience to Disasters

Plant pests 
and diseases

Vision and Goal

Key barriers for women to 
access resilience building services

Key Needs

Limited supply of
agricultural credit

and insurance
products for farmers

Limited financial literacy
and awareness of existing
options and lack of trust

Barriers to formal finance
due to their high cost and
unequal gender 
and social norms

Low profits due to growing 
low-value crops, low productivity, 
informality and poor access to market

Poor rural infrastructure
and limited access to 
digital and mobile 
technologies

Enhanced financial inclusion,
through better access to 
formal credit and insurance

Advice on better agricultural 
practices  and management 
of natural resources

Timely climate information
and early warnings for 
disaster preparedness

Access to improved inputs, 
tools and equipment for 
drought risk management

Improved financial literacy 
and bridging the trust gap 
with financial institutions
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Bundled and gender-sensitive disaster risk management solutions, 
leveraging mobile phones and digital platforms

Enabling Ecosystem
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Better infrastructure
and connectivity 
and better access
to digital technology
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TRUST???

 
 

 

Bundle insurance with 
other services and 
products relevant 
to woment

$

!

� �
� ��

Leverage and formalize 
the informal financing 
systems used by women

Digital platforms as
a gateway to finance

and risk management

Leverage mobile phones 
for productive and 
commercial purposes

$

Leverage blockchain to 
enable database of 
beneficiaries, virtual 
wallets, etc.

Mobile-enabled agriculture
advisory, weather services

and early warning

User-friendly and
contextualized design

and contents
Technology compatible 
with feature phones 
and low bandwidth

USSD     
IVR

Leverage free satellite data
for disaster risk management

Remote trainings via mobile 
to build rural women's 
capacity and skills:
 
 > financial and insurance skills 
> digital literacy and skills

One-stop shop digital and 
mobile platforms connecting 
women farmers to advisory 
services, markets and finance

Integration of 
mobile wallets 
to enable digital 
payments

Disaster insurance at 
micro and macro level

Innovative partnerships to enable tailored and 
gender-sensitive policies and innovations for resilience
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Ensure that rural
women have access

to digital and mobile
tech and services

+Build women's digital skills
to use mobile phones 

for productive purposes

+ Strengthen women's 
coops to facilitate 
access to trainings, 
markets and finance

Investments to 
improve access 

to quality 
infrastructure, 

internet, 
electricity 

Leverage blended finance
 and embedded insurance 
and foster public-private 

partnerships

Government support to 
regulate and reduce cost 

of digital finance and 
insurance products

Integrate rural women’s 
digital and finance inclusion 

in national disaster risk 
management strategies

!

+

+

+

Innovative
partnerships

Digital and mobile solutions are 
key for resilience building but 
rural women are left behind 
in the digital revolution

Rural women face barriers related
to literacy, gender and cost that 
hinder access to technology, 
formal finance and markets

Need for better access to formal 
agricultural credit and insurance, 
as well as weather and agricultural 
advisory services

Innovative partnerships to enable 
tailored and gender-sensitive policies 
and innovations for rural 
women’s resilience

Bundled and gender-sensitive disaster 
risk management solutions, leveraging 
mobile  phones and digital platforms

FloodsDraughts Crop
disease
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Key needs of rural women to be more
resilient to climate and disasters

HOLISTIC APPROACH
lMaking  rural women more resilient 

to climate change and disasters


